
Page 1 of 11 
 

MS 26-WHISENAND, JAMES F. 

MS 26 
 

WHISENAND, JAMES FRANKLIN, MAJOR GENERAL 
USAF, (DECESASED) 

 1911-1967 
 

Papers, 1941-1967 
Three rolls of 16mm microfilm 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

James Franklin Whisenand was born in Bloomington, Indiana, on 9 February 1911. In 1932, he 
was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers Reserve. He received his BS 
degree in Architectural Engineering from the University of Illinois in 1933. In 1935, he 
graduated from the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field. 

On 9 February 1936, Whisenand married Hazel Waxler, and seven months later was appointed 
second lieutenant, Air Reserve. In April 1940, Whisenand was called to active duty, and for the 
next four years he held various pilot and engineering assignments in the United States. 

In 1945, Whisenand was asked to serve as the Chief of Staff, Tenth Air Force. After the war until 
1946, he worked as a member of the Strategic Bombing Survey based in Tokyo, Japan. From 
1946 to 1950, Whisenand was a faculty member at the Air War College. In 1950, he was 
assigned to the Office of the Director of Plans, Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, HQ USAF, 
where he remained for the next four years. 

In 1954, Whisenand accepted command of the 388th Fighter - Bomber Wing at Clovis AFB, New 
Mexico. Later, he oversaw the movement of this wing to its new base in Etain, France. In 1955, 
he became Commander of the 49th Air Division, based in the United Kingdom. In 1956 he was 
selected as Deputy Commander, Third Air Force, again in England. In 1957, Whisenand became 
Special Assistant to the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, where he remained until 1960. Next, he 
served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans, Air Research, and Development/Air Force Systems 
Command. Whisenand's final assignment began in 1962, when he became the Assistant Deputy 
Chief of Staff, Research and Technology, HQ USAF. In May 1963, Major General Whisenand 
retired from the Air Force. He died in April 1967 in Washington, D.C. 

General Whisenant's decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit with 
three Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, Air Medal, Commendation 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, and Order of the Cloud and Banner (China). 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection contains personal and official papers relating to Maj. Gen. Whisenand's Air Force 
career (1940-1963). Included are official correspondence, memoranda, studies, and transcripts of 
speeches and addresses. Materials relate to the legislative history of the Air Corps (1908-1941), 
Tenth Air Force activities in World War II, Air Operations in China-Burma-India, and the United 
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States Strategic Bombing Survey for the Pacific War. Writings and speeches presented by 
Whisenand and others pertain to various topics including the concept of air power, strategic 
bombing, nuclear energy, national security, research and technology, and the military's use of 
space. Also included are materials pertaining to Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Gen. Thomas D. 
White, Gen. Nathan F. Twining, Chiang Kai-Shek, and Nelson A. Rockefeller. 

This collection consists of three rolls of 16mm microfilm arranged in five series: Series 1) 
Miscellaneous, 1945-1963; Series 2) Air Corps, 1908-1941; Series 3) Air Operations and 
Testimony, 1941-1946; Series 4) Studies and Reports, 1946-1947; Series 5) Writings and 
presentations, 1946-1964. The collection was accessioned through the Albert F. Simpson 
Historical Research Center, Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. 

SERIES ONE: MISCELLANEOUS, consists of a fragmented file of personal and official 
correspondence, articles, memoranda, and topical outlines, 1945-1963. Correspondence pertains 
to such subjects as a turbojet/ramjet propulsion system, a ramming-type aircraft, the transfer of 
the 388th Fighter-Bomber Wing to France, and the grading system at the Air War College. 
Articles include "Scientists, Seers, and Strategy" by Albert Wohlstetter (1963), and "Cold War, 
Atomic War, or Legion of Liberation" by Frank R. Barnett. Memoranda pertains to such topics 
as a space program supported by the Defense Department and Navy "Propaganda" efforts. Also 
included is a series of topical outlines to lectures given by Whisenand as Commander, 388th 
Fighter-Bomber Wing. The series is generally arranged in reverse chronological order, beginning 
with 1963 and tracing back to 1945. 

SERIES TWO: AIR CORPS, consists of a paper entitled "Legislative History of the Air Corps 
as it pertains to the Establishment of a Separate Service," 1941. The paper provides a detailed 
study of the development of the Air Corps, 1908-1941, and is indexed. 

SERIES THREE: AIR OPERATIONS AND TESTIMONY, consists of reports, memoranda, 
photographs, arid maps relating to Tenth Air Force activities in China during World War II. The 
activities include aerial mining operations, fighter control, support of the Carbonado and Fort 
Bayard operations, transport operations, and the movement of POWs and evacuees. Included is a 
chronology, June 1941-December 1945, of India-Burma Theater activities, monthly statistical 
reviews of Tenth Air. Force operations, and two detailed reports: "India-Burma Air Operations" 
as written by Col. Whisenand, Chief of Staff, Tenth Air Force, 1946, and "Air Operations in 
China," as written by Lt. Col. Murphy, Fourteenth Air Force 1946. Also included in this series is 
an extract from the U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey, entitled "Speer Testimony before a British  

Commission." The subject of this report is a questionnaire submitted by a British Commission to 
Albert Speer in 1945, with answers supplied by Speer while he was at Dustbin. 

SERIES FOUR: STUDIES AND REPORTS, consists of the paper entitled Air Campaigns of 
the Pacific War, a study undertaken as part of the United States Strategic Bombing Survey, 
Pacific. Included are two drafts (initial and final) of the study and letters and memoranda which 
comment upon the study, 1946-1947. Also included is an indexed "Map and Chronological 
Appendix" to Air Campaigns of the Pacific War. 
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SERIES FIVE: WRITINGS AND PRESENTATIONS, consists of letters, papers, and 
addresses written and/or given by Whisenand throughout his career, 1946-1964. Presentations 
and papers pertaining to others, include Colonel Francis X. Kane, Dr. Stefan T. Possony, Chiang 
Kai-Shek, Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Gen. Thomas D. White, Col. Charles J.V. Murphy, Gen. 
Nathan F. Twining, and Nelson A. Rockefeller. The entries in this series pertain to a wide range 
of topics, including concepts of air power, the national military establishment, aircraft carrier 
operations, role controversies between the services, strategic bombing, a universal military grid 
referencing system, communism and the Soviet Union, research and development in the Air 
Force, tactical air employment, and national security policy. Other subjects include nuclear 
energy, technology and the military, military planning and organization, the B-36 and CA-58 
programs, the reliability of scientific forecast, and the military's use of space. This series has 
been calendared within the Arrangement and Description section of this collection. 

 

ARRANGEMENT AND DESCRIPTION 

 

ROLL ONE 

SERIES ONE  MISCELLANEOUS, 1945-1963 

 

SERIES TWO AIR CORPS, 1908-1941 

 

SERIES THREE AIR OPERATIONS AND TESTIMONY, 1941-1946 

 

SERIES FOUR STUDIES AND REPORTS, 1946-1947 

 

SERIES FIVE WRITINGS AND PRESENTATIONS, 1946-1964 

"Basic Concepts of Air Power;" presentation by Col. Whisenand, 
Randolph Field, TX, 10 Nov 1947. 

"Basic Concepts of Air Power," paper by Col. Whisenand; 17 Sep 1948. 

"USAF-1," proposed Air Force Publication, 1947-1948. 

"National security and the national military establishment." 

"Roles and Missions and Cancellation of the CVA-58," paper by Col. 
Whisenand, 1947-1948. 
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Aircraft Carrier Operations in the Pacific, World War II, paper by Col. 
Whisenand, undated. 

"Employment of Naval Aircraft Carrier Forces for Strategic Atomic 
Attacks," paper prepared for the Air Staff, Mar 1948. 

"Role controversy between the Air Force and the Navy," letters and 
excerpts from the Congressional Record, 1948. 

"Missions of the US Navy and strategic bombing,  presentation by 
Commander Price, Pensacola, Florida, 14 Dec 1949. 

"The United States Air Force in a Possible Future War," presentation by 
Colonel Whisenand, Pensacola, Florida, 14 Dec 1949. 

"Basic Concepts of Military Power," presentation by Colonel Whisenand, 
Ft. Bliss, Ft. Sill, Ft. Knox, Ft. Benning, 13-21 Feb 1948. 

"Disagreements between the armed services," paper prepared for the 
Office of the Secretary of the Air Force by Col. Whisenand, 9 Jun 1948. 

"Air Force film projects," letters to the Director of Training and 
Requirements, HQ USAF, August-Sep 1948. 

"The Effectiveness of Strategic Bombing," paper prepared for Gen. 
Vandenberg for delivery to the Congressional Committee investigating the 
B-36, Jul 1949. 

"Universal Military Grid Referencing System," letters, Oct-Nov 1949. 

"The Super-Carrier Decision," paper by Col. Whisenand, Apr 1950. 

"An Airman Replies to the Admiral," paper by Col. Whisenand and 
Colonel Ramsey D. Pots, Jr., Air War College undated. 

"Communism," paper, Air War College, undated. 

The Soviet Union: Historical, Geographical, and Economical Background; 
paper by Lt. Co. William E. Johnson, Air War College, 1 Apr 1949. 

"Method of treatment and solution of military problems, handouts," Air 
War College, 1948. 

"The Betrayal of Values," article by Felix Morley, Human Events, 4 Sep 
1946. 

"Summary of Major European Theater Troop Carrier Combat Operations, 
November 1942 to April 1945," report, 9 Apr 1946. 
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"Summary of Major Troop Carrier Combat Operations in the China-
Burma-India Theater of Operations from January 1943 to October 1945," 
report, 16 Oct 1946. 

"The Rocket and the Future of Warfare," essay by Flight Lieutenant A.C. 
Clarke, R.A.F.V.R., undated. 

"Global Geography," paper, no author, undated. 

"Strategic Air Operations Controlled by the Darkness Pattern," paper by 
Lt. Col. A.E. McKenzie, Air University, undated. 

"Aeronautical Charts: the Primary Instruments of Air Power," paper by Lt. 
Col. William E. Johnson, Air War College, May 1948. 

"An Astronomical Study of Daylight, Twilight, and Darkness in the Arctic 
and Sub-Artic," paper by Maj. William E. Johnson, Air War College, 
undated. 

"Research and Development in the U.S. Air Force," Air University Study, 
Jun-Nov 1949. 

"Evaluations of Weapons Systems and Past Military Experience," 
presentation by Col. Whisenand, Air War College, 16 Mar 1950. 

"Characteristics and Employment of the Tactical Air Force," paper by Col. 
Whisenand, 5 Jan 1951. 

"Project Charles Operational Considerations," presentation by Col. 
Whisenand, undated.  

"Some Reasons behind the Views of The United States Air Force," paper, 
unknown author, undated. 

"Realities of the Present Security Problem," paper for the American 
Legion, undated. 

"Toward a Technological Pearl Harbor," article by Dr. Stefan T. Possony, 
Washington Report, 15 Apr 1963. 

"Nuclear Fabionism," article by Dr. Stefan T. Pcssony, Washington 
Report, 8 Jan 1962. 

"Can the United States Afford Its Own Security?" paper by Dr. Stefan T. 
Possony, 1 Jun 1953. 

"The Coming National Crisis," paper, unknown author, 19 August 1953. 

"Long-Range Strategic Appraisal," presentation by Brig. Gen.  
Whisenand, Weeds Hole, Mass., 25 Jun 1957. 
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"Air Warfare and Morality," paper by Maj. Gen. Orvil A. Anderson, 
undated. 

"Chiang Kai-Shek," paper by Murphy, 1961. 

"To Chancellorsville via Computer," paper by Col. Francis X. Kane, 
undated. 

"Meta Planning," paper by Col. Francis X. Kane, undated. 

"Toward a New Dimension in Strategy," paper by Col. Francis X. Kane, 
1962. 

"Tell it to the Carthaginians, if you can find any Extant," paper by Col. 
Francis X. Kane, 1962. 

"That Strange Malady: Gaposis - Its Symptoms, Causes, and Treatment," 
paper by Col. Francis X. Kane, undated. 

"Design comparisons," flight test information and results, undated. 

Biography: Maj. Gen. James F. Whisenand, 1911-1967. 

"Air Movement of Units and Troops," report, Air University, Air 
Command and Staff School, Logistics Division, 1946-1947. 

"Is the Atomic Bomb an Absolute Weapon?" article by P.M.S. Blackett, 
Scientific American, Mar 1949. 

"A U.S. Physicist's Reply to Professor Blackett," article by Louis N. 
Ridenour, Scientific American, Mar 1949. 

Adm. Parsons' paper, "Notes on Atomic Energy," memo to Maj. Gen. 
O.A. Andersen from Col. Whisenand, 18 Sep 1947. 

"Notes on Atomic Energy," article By William S. Parsons, undated. 

"Origins and Uses of Nuclear Energy," lecture by Dr. George Gamow, Air 
Command and Staff School, undated. 

"Only Then Shall We Find Courage," article by Albert Einstein, The New 
York Times Magazine, undated. 

"Is Einstein Right?" article by Christian Gauss, The American Scholar, 
undated. 

"Elementary Principles of Atomic Energy," address by Maj. Gen. L.R. 
Groves, Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, 23 Sep 1946. 

"The Doctrine of Scarcity and the Doctrine of Survival," paper, author 
unknown, undated. 
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"DOD Organization, Paper and Charts," 1962. 

"Organization and Management of the Military Materiel Function," paper 
prepared by the Department of Defense, Research and Analysis Division. 
3 Apr 1961. 

"Unification and Strategy," a report of Investigation by the Committee on 
Armed Services, House of Representatives, 1 Mar 1950. 

"JCS Committees and Agencies Roster," Dec 1957. 

"Military Planning; Procedures, Techniques, and Problems," topical 
outline presented by Brig. Gen. James F. Whisenand, General Electric 
Management Research and Development Institute, 7 Aug 1957. 

"The Basis of Organization," readings in the general principles of 
organization and administration, Air University, Maxwell Field, Alabama, 
1946. 

"A Resume of Significant Events Having Bearing on the Post-World War 
II Development of U.S. Air Power," chronology, 1953. 

"Soviet Long-Range Intentions," address by Dr. Robert Strauss, Eupe', Air 
War College, Maxwell A.F.B., Alabama, 30 Mar 1950. 

"Air Defense," speech delivered by Chief of the Air Staff, Lord Tedder, 
Royal Empire Society, 3 Nov 1949. 

"Effect of Military Technology on the National Economy," address by J.  
Carlton Ward, Jr., Academy of World Economics, Washington, D.C., 6 
Oct 1948. 

Copy of the Pegasus, Jun 1948. 

"Stalin on Revolution," Foreign Affairs, Jan 1949. 

Air Force Manual 50-11, Tactical Air Power, 30 Jun 1951. 

"Rebuttal to Brigadier General Meghee's testimony before the Vinson 
Committee investigating the B-36," paper prepared by Col. Whisenand, 
1949. 

"Flexibility of Air Power," paper by Gen. George C. Kenney, November 
1949. 

"Statement of Vernon Megee, Brigadier General, United States Marine 
Corps," testimony before the Armed Services Committee of the House of 
Representatives Investigating the B-36 and related matters, undated. 
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"Incidents involving USSR and aircraft of U.S. and other countries," 
Chronology, 22 Oct 1949-1 Jul 1960. 

"AFA urges Defense Secretary McNamara to reconsider "degrading" 
directive to military standards of conduct," memo, 1964. 

"Strategic nuclear forces," letter from Stefan T. Possony to the San 
Francisco Examiner, Aug 1964. 

"Problems of the 'Super Weapon,'" article by Stefan T. Possony, 
Washington Report, Nov 1964. 

"Misuse of United States Resources," letter from Col. Whisenand to the 
Commander, Twelfth Air Force, 20 Feb 1955. 

"What's Wrong with the Air Force Public Information Program?" paper by 
Col. W.W. Aring and Col. Whisenand, undated. 

"Can the United States Initiate Hostilities in Another War?" paper by 
Murray Green, OSAF, 26 Jun 1950. 

"Basic Air Force policy regarding the solution of internal Air Force 
Problems and inter-service relationships," Staff Study, 1951. 

"Expenditures for national defense,"address by Ge.l Hoyt S. Vandenberg, 
New York Economics Club, 15 Jan 1952. 

"Policy Guidance for the Guided Missiles Inter-departmental Operational 
Requirements Group," memo for Gen. Vandenberg, 29 Oct 1951. 

"Air Power's Decisive Role in Europe," article by Gen. Vandenberg, Look, 
9 Oct 1951. 

"Formation of a Long-Range Study Group," memo for Gen. Thomas D. 
White from Maj. Gen. Wiley D. Ganey, 5 Apr 1956. 

"The Rise and Fall of the German Air Force," extract from the memoirs of 
Gen. Koller, Chief of the German Air Staff, 1948. 

"Military Factors in Foreign Policy," topical outline for Gen. White, 
undated. 

"Functions and responsibilities of the USAF," proposed statement of Air 
Force Policy and Position, 18 Apr 1951. 

"Tactical Air Concept in Europe," memo for Maj. Gen. White from 
Colonel Whisenand, 27 Apr 1951. 

"Views of Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, on Basic National Security 
Policy," memorandum, May 1959. 
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"Basic National Security Policy," memo from Gen. Twining to Secretary 
McElroy, 22 Apr 1958. 

"Military Forces Required for National Security," memo for the Secretary 
of Defense from Gen. Vandenberg, 11 Oct 1951. 

"U.S. Programs for National Security," letter to Mr. Finletter from F.M. 
Sallagar, 8 Oct 1951. 

"United States Air Force Program for National Security," memo for the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff from the Chief of Staff, USAF, 4 Sep 1951. 

"Military Forces Required for National Security," memo for Secretary of 
Defense from Gen. Omar Bradley, 26 Sep 1951. 

"Use of strategic air power in the European Theater," extract from Final 
Address by SACEUR at the Close of Exercise CPX 1, SHAPE, Apr 1952. 

"Code names used in the guided missile program," memo for Gen. Lee, 1 
Oct 1951. 

"Organic RCTs and antiaircraft artillery for the Air Force," memo for 
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, and Chief of Naval Operations, from Chief of 
Staff, USAF, Feb 1951. 

"Air Force Policy and Programs for Guided Missiles, memo for Maj. Gen. 
Lee from Col. Whisenand, 27 Oct 1951. 

"Air Force Association 1962 Statement of Policy." 

"Report of the Scientific Advisory Board Committee on Air Force 
Utilization of Scientific Resources," 26 May 1961. 

"Some Conceptual Considerations for Effective Long-Range Military 
Planning," Air Force Staff Paper, 10 Jan 1961. 

"Relationship of the Political and Military Dimensions of National 
Strategy," topical outline, author unknown, undated. 

"Guidance for Service Programs and Budget through FY 1953," memo for 
Secretary of Defense from Chief of Staff, USAF, 13 Jul 1951. 

"Statement for the Record," testimony by Whisenand on Military Planning 
13-15 Jan 1958. 

"Dependability of Scientific Forecasts," letter to Maj. Gen. Whisenand 
from Stefan T.Possony, 16 Jun 1960. 
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"Some Historic Cases of Erroneous Scientific Prediction and 
Assumptions," memo to Maj. Gen. Whisenand from Stefan T. Possony, 2 
Jun 1960. 

"The Ardennes are Impassable," paper by Col. Francis X. Kane, undated. 

"Grand Strategy is a Shift in the Making?" article by Charles J.V. Murphy, 
Fortune, 30 Mar 1961. 

"The Development and Support of National Policy;" address by General 
Nathan F. Twining, National Security Industrial Association, 28 Sep 1968. 

"The ICBM - How Many? When? What Kind?' paper, Gen. Twining, 12 
Nov 1960. 

"Nuclear Test Program," letter to Dwight D. Eisenhower from Gen. 
Twining, 20 Nov 1961. 

"Independent verbal expression of military officers," letter to Senator 
Stennis from Gen. Twining, undated. 

"Military Man in Space,'' article by Maj. Gen. Whisenand, Signal, Feb 
1962. 

"A Hard Look at The Hard Truth," paper by Maj. Gen. Whisenand, HQ 
AF Systems Command, undated. 

"Military concepts for the Space Age," address by Maj. Gen. Whisenand 
to the Birmingham Chapter of the American Ordinance Association, 20 
Jan 1961. 

"Limited War, notes for presentation to the Command and Staff College, 9 
May 1960.  

"On Scientific Review Committees," memo from Ralph S. Cooper, Les 
Alamos Scientific Laboratory, 29 Mar 1961. 

The Impact of the Pugwash Scientists on the National Security Policy of 
the United States, thesis by Col. William E. Bethea, Industrial College of 
the Armed Forces, 1961-1962. 

"Pugwash Conference," memo to Gen. Whisenand from Col. Francis X. 
Kane, undated. 

"Voice Will Be Heard, Pugwash Parley Told," article, Washington Post, 
21 Sep 1961. 

"Future Military Space Systems," address by Maj. Gen. Whisenand, 
National IAS Meeting, 19 Feb 1962. 
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"Military Technology as an Instrument of National Power," paper by Maj. 
Gen. Whisenand, 14 Mar 1962. 

"Realignment of Air Staff Program Responsibilities," memo, 1962. 

"The Soviet Orbital Bomber Threat," paper by Robert Bicknell, 5 Apr 
1962. 

"A Brief Case History of the Air Force Aircraft Nuclear Propulsion 
Program and Its Future Implications," paper by Col. Clyde D. Gasser, 9 
Oct 1962. 

"Military Liaison Committee's visit to Oak Ridge, Tennessee," 
memoranda, 15-16 Nov 1962. 

   "The Principles of War Applied to Space," paper by C.C. Abt, May 1963. 

"Peace in Space, or Pie in Sky?" paper, no author, Feb 1962. 

"The Future Role of Manned Aerospace Weapon Systems," paper 
prepared by Office of Deputy Director of Plans, HQ USAF, Jan 1963. 

"What will the Enemy Do?" paper by Gen. Ira Eaker, 12 Aug 1963. 

"Technology as an Instrument of National Power," speech by Maj. Gen. 
Whisenand, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, 9 Apr 
1964. 

"The Communist challenge," text of remarks made by Gov. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, San Fernando Valley State College, 19 May 1964. 

"Vietnam," statement by Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller, 27 Apr 1964. 

"Defeat By Default: A Conception," paper by Richard T. Cella, undated. 

"Strategic air campaign of WW II," letter written by Col. Whisenand for 
General Spaatz to Midshipman Rebert Feldheim, Mar-May 1949. 

The Second World War, book review by Lt. Col. John. Driscoll, undated. 

"Why We Lost China," paper by Joseph Alsop, undated. 

 


